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WINTER SOLSTICE ISSUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL BULLETIN : POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, ASSAM

EDITORIAL

Forests - the ‘Lung of
the Earth’

Forests have been of great importance to mankind
since prehistoric days. Forests play multiple roles in
our lives. There is an intrinsic link between the quality
of life and the health of forests and forest ecosystems.
Forests perform vital functions and services, which
make our planet alive. Splendid and inspiring forests
are the most biologically diverse ecosystems on land,
and are home to more than half of the terrestrial species
of flora and fauna. Forests provide many valuable
resources and raw materials for economic development.
In fact, 1.6 billion people depend on forests for their
livelihood and provides home to more than 300 million
populations worldwide. It not only provides shelter but
also jobs, security and cultural relevance to the forest
dependent populations. Forests also help in sustaining
the quality and availability of freshwater supplies. More
than three quarters of the worlds accessible freshwater
comes from forested catchments. Moreover, use of
genetic diversity within the forests enables the
development of new medicines for health care and
progress in medical science.

With the growing global pollution levels and advent of
climate change and their adverse impacts on mankind,
the importance of forests as a carbon sink becomes
more and more prominent and often come to be referred
to as the ‘Lung of the Earth’. This is particularly because,
as estimated, the deforestation and forest degradation
account for nearly 20 per cent of global greenhouse
gas emissions, which forests would have absorbed if

(Contd. on page 8)

New Regional Office of PCBA

To provide easy accessibility to the service of the
Board in one hand and to ensure effective and speedy
implementation of the existing Acts & Rules for a
pollution free environment, the Pollution Control
Board, Assam has opened up its 8" Regional Office
at Haibargaon, Nagaon in the district of Nagaon on
31st July 2011. The territorial jurisdiction of this newly
inaugurated Regional Office includes the Nagaon and
Morigaon districts and Hamren sub-division of Karbi
— Anglong district.

Shri Rockybul Hussain, Hon’ble Minister of Environment & Forest, and
Panchayat and Rural Development, Government of Assam, inaugurating
the Regional Office of PCBA at Nagaon on 31-07-2011.

Shri Rockybul Hussain, Hon’ble Minister of
Environment & Forest, and Panchayat and Rural
Development, Government of Assam, formally
inaugurated the Office.

In his inauguration address Shri Hussain has explained
about the impacts of pollution on our environment and
health and needs for its proper management. He also
highlighted the programmes undertaken by
government of Assam for the protection of environment.

(Contd. on page 3, column 1)
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(Contd. from page 1, column. 2)

The Minister expressed his deep satisfaction on opening
the new Regional Office at Nagaon by PCBA that fulfill the
long demand of the people of Nagaon and Morigaon
districts.

The Deputy Commissioner, Nagaon district, in his speech
highlighted the increasing responsibility of the PCBA to
ensure a healthy environment in the State. He also ensured
that his office will take all initiatives to allot a plot of land for
the office building of the Regional Office, Nagaon as early
as possible.

While participating in the function, the Member Secretary
of the PCBA, Shri H.K. Gogoi has explained lucidly about
activities of the Board and expressed his hope that the
Regional Office at Nagaon will fuffill the aspiration of the
people of the region. The Member Secretary in his speech
has expressed his gratitude to the hon’ble Minister of
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Views of inaugural function of Regional Office, Nagaon.

Environment & Forest, Govt. of Assam Shri Rockybul
Hussain for inspiration and support in opening the new
Regional Office at Nagaon.

The meeting was presided over by Hon’ble Chairman, PCBA,
Dr. R.M. Dubey. In his presidential address, the hon'ble
Chairman highlighted the duties and responsibilities of the
Board in ensuring a healthy environment to the people of
the State. He reaffirmed that Board will never hesitate in
rendering its duty. He offered special thanks to the Hon'ble
Minister of Environment & Forest, Govt. of Assam Shri
Rockybul Hussain for his guidance and support to Pollution
Control Board, Assam. 1
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National Green Tribunal
Van Bigyan Bhawan,
Sec-b,

R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110 022.

Press Statement

Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its matter of UOI
vs Vimal Bhai & others in SLP (Civil) No. 12065/2009,
vide its order dated May 12, 2011, has directed the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) to take follow up
action in the process of implementation of the
following two directions:

“Those, who could not file petitions before the
National Green Tribunal because it did not become
functional, may do so within a period of 60 days from
30.05.2011. The National Green Tribunal shall give
wide publicity to this direction so that aggrieved
parties can file appropriate petitions etc. within 60
days from 30.05.2011. The petitions which are filed
within the aforesaid period shall not be treated as
barred by time and be decided on merits. The parties
shall also be entitled to file applications for interim
relief before the National Green Tribunal.” and,"Till
the Benches of the National Green Tribunal become
functional at Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai,
the aggrieved persons may file petitions before the
National Green Tribunal at Delhi. Once the Benches
of the National Green Tribunal become functional,
the Chairperson of the National Green Tribunal may
transfer the cases to the concerned Benches.”

In terms of above said directions, this press
statement is issued by the Pollution Control
Board, Assam, Bamunimaidam, Guwahati-21 on
behalf of National Green Tribunal to the general public
for their information.

Opinions expressed in ‘Parivesh Batori’,the News
Letter of PCBA are exclusively of the writers,

for which the Board or the Editor is not responsible.

TO OUR READERS

J
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Celebration of World Environment Day, 2011: A Report

Celebrating World Environment Day (WED) is all about
to promote worldwide environmental awareness for
positive change and to encourage political, social and
individual attention and actions for environmental
protection.

Like the preceding years, Pollution Control Board, Assam
(PCBA) celebrated the World Environment Day (WED)
on 5" June 2011 in a grand fashion. On the auspicious
occasion a State Level function was organized by the
Board jointly with the Forests Department, Government
of Assam, and Assam Science Technology & Environment
Council (ASTEC) at the Guwahati Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) Auditorium, Bhangagarh, Guwahati. The
discussion held in the function was centred around the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) theme
for celebration of WED, 2011 i. e. “Forests: Nature at Your
Service”.

The celebration of the day commenced with the distribution
of saplings amongst the school children in the auditorium
premises followed by the lightening of lamp by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Assam Sri Tarun Gogoi.

The Director, Assam Science Technology & Environment
Council, Dr. Satyendra Kr. Choudhury welcomed the
special guests, invitees, and the audience. In his welcome
address he briefly explained the significance of the WED
and called upon for active participation of every member
of the society for the cause of forests.

Views of WED - 2011 celebration function at the Guwahati Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH) Auditorium,Bhangagarh,

Guwabhati, on 5" June 2011

State Principal Conservator of Forests (PCCF) Shree V K
Vishnoi while explaining the aims and objectives of the
celebration function, emphasized the need for awareness
building among the common mass for the protection of
forests and environment. He stressed on the realization
of the basic philosophy of the theme and the need for the

I 4

co-operative efforts to achieve the objectives. He also
distributed a few prizes to the winners of the Art
Competition organized by the Board.

Taking part as the guest of honour in the function, Hon’ble
Minister for Environment and Forest to the Government
of Assam, Shri Rockybul Hussain explained the different
activities taken up by his ministry for conservation and
regeneration of forests in the State. In deliberation, the
Hon’ble Minister mentioned that though the forest cover
of the world has shrunk gradually, Assam enjoys a better
position with 37.53 per cent of its land area being under
green cover, 4.33 per cent more than the 33 per cent
mark set in India. He stressed on the need for creation of
environmental awareness among the young generation.
He also said that in the last five years a large number of
saplings were planted involving school students and the
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Views of WED - 2011 celebration function at the Guwahati Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH)hAuditorium,Bhangagarh,
Guwabhati, on 5 June 2011

survival rate of them is about 70 per cent. For the protection
of trees, the Hon'ble Minister stated that the government
is planning to bring up a new Act in addition to the strict
implementation of the existing Acts and Rules. He also
distributed few prizes among the winners of Art Competition
organized by the Board in association with Aroha Empire,
a Non-Governmental Organization, as a part of the
celebration of WED 2001.

The chief guest of the function, Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Assam Sri Tarun Gogoi, in his thought provoking address
urged all sections of the society to come forward and work
together to protect forests and environment. In this regard,
Hon’ble Chief Minister categorically mentioned that the
State which is more dependent on nature, is vulnerable to
flood, soil erosion and many other environmental problems,
and in combating these problems forests can play a vital
role. He mentioned that government is giving high priority
in conservation and regeneration of forests. He also
stressed on the need for the awareness building among




all sections of the society especially among the students.
In the function, the Hon’ble Chief Minister distributed prizes
to the winners of the Art Competition organized by the
Board.

Prof. Dr. Parimal Bhattacharjee, Retd. HoD, Zoology
Department, Gauhati University, while taking part as
resource person in the function explained about the
mindless activities of the human being, which have created
today’s environmental problems. He explained in simplified
ways, about the role of forests in our life and in the eco-
system. He emphasized on the need for taking up urgent
steps to stop deforestation and taking up massive
afforestation programmes. He also stressed on the need
for participation of the common people with the government
initiatives in the process of sustainable forests
management.

The function was ended with the vote of thanks offered by
the Hon’ble Chairman, Pollution Control Board, Assam,
Dr. R. M. Dubey.

Celebration of WED, 2011: Reports
from Regional Offices

1. Regional Office, Bongaingaon

The Office observed the WED 2011 on 5" June at
Birjhora Jatia Vidyalaya jointly with the Bongaigaon
Branch of Assam Science Society and Forest
Department, Bongaigaon. The celebration of the Day
was started with sapling plantation followed by the Art
and extempore speech competition. A meeting cum
discussion was also organized to discuss the issues
related to the theme of the WED 2011. Participating in
the meeting Mr. Pradip Kalita (Science Society), Mr.
Shah Alam (EE, RLO, Bongaigaon), Dr. N. sarma, Mr. J.
Bhagabati (Principal, Birjhara Jatia Vidyalaya), Mr.
Munindra nath Thakuria (Asst. Prof. Bongaigaon Sc.
College), Mr. Trikendra Nath Sarma, Teacher, Birjhora
HS School, Mr. Hareswar Nath, Head Master, NB High
School, and Mr. Pradip Talukdar, AEE, PCBA discussed
on different issues pertaining to forests and
environment. The prizes to winners of the Art and

Extempore speech competitions were distributed in the
meeting. The meeting was ended with vote of thanks
offered by Mr. Kalyan Basumatary, AE, PCBA

— - ) =4 o
Views of WED - 2011 celebration ‘function at Regional
Office, Bongaigaon, on 5 June 2011
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2. Regional Office, Golaghat

As reported the Regional Office, Golaghat of the Board
observed the WED, 2011at Bokakhat Town High School
premises. The celebration was started with sapling
plantation programme inaugurated by Mr. Bidhhan Das,
Regional EE, Golaghat, followed by an awareness meet.
The meeting was presided over by Mr. R. Rajkhowa, Head
Master of BT High School. The appointed speaker Mr. D.
Das, ACF, Forests Department, in his deliberation explained
the role of forests in maintenance of environmental quality
and the services provided to the human society. Mr. Bidhhan
Das, EE, PCBA, Mr. J. K. Das, AE, PCBA, Mr. H. Pegu, AE,
PCBA also spoke on the occasion. The prizes to the winners
of essay writing competition organized amongst the school
students by the Office were distributed in the meet. The
meeting ended with the distribution of saplings amongst
the participating students.
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Views of WED - 2011 celebratiorﬂh function at Regional
Office, Golaghat, on 5 June 2011

3. Regional Office, Tezpur

The Tezpur Regional Office, Pollution Control Board,
Assam in active collaboration with the Sonitpur District
Administration, Divisional Forests Office, Sonitpur West
Division, Tezpur Environment Society and NGOs Eight
Brothers and Amar Banani, jointly observed the World
Environment Day on the 5" June, 2011 in a befitting manner
at Tezpur, Sonitpur, Assam.

An art competition was organized amongst the school
students of greater Tezpur Area. It was held in three groups
i.e class | — IV, V-VII and VIII- X. The allotted subject to
each group was ‘Our Environment’, ‘Forest and
Environment’, and ‘Men and Environment’ respectively.
About five hundred students participated in the
competition.

An awareness cum seminar was organized at the Nehru
Maidan, Tezpur immediately after the Art competition. The
meeting presided over by Sri Tapan Ch. Sarma, Deputy
Commissioner, Sonitpur was started with a short cultural
programme (Bihu). Dr. Alok Burhagohain, Registrar,
Tezpur University and Dr. Ramesh Chandra Goswami,
Retd. HoD of Physics of Darrang College participated as
Resource Persons in the meeting.

In the beginning, Mr. Meghnad Nath, EE (Regional Officer),
RLO.Tezpur, delivered the welcome address and also
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explained the objectives of the meeting cum seminar, which
was followed by the inauguration of the World Environment
Day theme paper by the Deputy Commissioner, Sonitpur.

The RLO, Tezpur utilized the platform of the World
Environment Day to popularize the use of ecofriendly
materials in day- to-day life by arranging earthen glasses
for drinking water and tea in all the events of the day. If
inculcated this habit, the society can gain economically
as it would usher new business and employment
opportunity for the earthen pot makers, which will also
help the society to get rid of the menace of plastics and
municipal solid waste to a great extent.
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Views of WED - 2011 celebratiqhn function at Regional
Office, Tezpur, on 5 June 2011

4. Regional Office, Dibrugarh

World Environment Day, 2011 was celebrated on 5 June,
2011 at the Auditorium of ASTC Bus stand, Cowkidinghee,
Dibrugarh by this Office. Major activities undertaken to observe
the day are cleanliness drive, vehicular emission survey, art
competition among school children, water testing
demonstration, and lecture from the resource persons.

Art competition was organized among school students in three
groups and the topics given to each group were ‘Natural
Scenery’ (class | — IV), ‘Nature and Environment’ (class V-VII),
and ‘Pollution and Society'(class VIII — X).

The invited resource persons Mr. Bidyut Bikash Das and Ms.
Fermin Yasmin Ali (PHE), demonstrated water quality testing
procedure with the quality testing kit and tested parameters
like turbidity, acidity, iron, residual chlorine etc.

The invited guest, Dr. Sasanka Jyoti Khound, Head of the
Quiality Control, Assam Petrochemical Ltd., Namrup delivered
a lecture on Environment and pollution problem and also
interacted with students.

More than 150 saplings were distributed among the
participating students. Mr. H.R. Phukan, R EE, R O, Dibrugarh,
presided the meeting and in his concluding speech highlighted
the environmental pollution and activities of Pollution Control
Board at length. The meeting ended with vote of thanks
accorded by Mr. J.K. Dutta, Asstt. Engineer, PCBA.

F
Views of WED - 2011 celebratiothunction at Regional
Office, Dibrugarh, on 5 June 2011
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5. Regional Office, Silchar

World Environment Day, 2011 was celebrated on 5" June,
2011 in collaboration with the Forest Department, Govt.
of Assam, at Adharchand H.S. School, Silchar and Puspa
Chitra Niketan, Silchar.

The day long celebration was started with plantation of
sapling in Adharchand H.S. School, Silchar. Drawing
competition among the students of Class | to Class X was
also organized in association with Puspa Chitra Niketan,
Silchar at Adharchand H.S. School campus. About 250
students participated in the said competition.

Ameeting cum seminar was organized at Adharchand H.S.
School, at 4.00 P.M. Students, local public and
distinguished guests attended the meeting. The prizes to
the winners of the Art Competition were distributed in the
meeting. The Meeting was chaired by the Principal,

Views of WED - 2011 celebratiqhn function at Regional
Office, Silchar, on 5 June 2011

6. Regional Office, Sibsagar

The Regional Office Sibsagar celebrated the WED 2011
jointly with the Forests Department, Divisional Office,
Sibsagar. On the occasion a seminar cum discussion was
organized at Fuleswari Girl's H S School, Sibsagar. The
principal of the school Mrs. Anupama Handique was
presided over the meeting. The Sri Utpal Dutta, Asst. Prof.
of Sibsagar College, attended the meet as resource
person. In his deliberation, Sri Dutta explained the
significance of WED and also highlighted issues pertaining
to the WED 2011 theme. Mr. R. K. Das, DFO, also
interacted with the audience and explained the significance
of forests in our environment. He stressed on the need of
conservation of forests.

Views of WED - 2011 celebratiorﬂh function at Regional
Office, Sibsagar, on 5 June 2011

An art competition amongst the students from class | - X
was also organized on the occasion and the prizes to the
winners were distributed in the meeting. The meet was
ended with the vote of thanks offered by Mr. R. Sharma,
AEE , PCBA.
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The Menace called Plastic

Be it made of any kind of paper or plastic, we usually
throw away the foodstuff or other containers and the
carry bags here and there after use; sometimes we
burn them out in order to manipulating the waste they
pose. Disposal of any objects now-a-day has stood as
a grave concern for them involved. To clear out almost
all types of paper is not, however, as serious a deal as
that of plastics.

To speak of the use of plastics one must have to take
a long breath before stop. The roll includes not only
utensils of daily use, water and other types of bottle,
containers and wrappers, toys and paints, but also
chairs and tables, water pipes, doors, parts of clocks
and watches, fridge and what not ? Now no life-style is
expected to run smoothly without plastics. Besides
comfort and convenience, plastic items are, in general,
cheaper than their use-equivalents made from metals
and other materials.

On the other hand, a good proportion of plastic items
is not reusable at least when broken, torn out or
otherwise deformed or damaged. They are then to be
disposed away. And there itself lies the stern problem
— how to dispose them properly? What we usually do,
we throw apart the waste adding more litters to the
surrounding. Some of the waste so disposed (?) get
dumped on the surface soil as garbage, some collect
on ditches and drains. A fraction — particularly the carry
bags and similar objects, light in weight — is scattered
all around by the lash of wind thus deteriorating the
beauty of the surrounding. The plastic wastes gathering
in the ditches and drains afterwards come to a halt
and obstruct the flow of water mass besides facilitating
the mosquitoes to lay eggs. Some extraneous materials
may also add to such a nuisance. Time comes when
obnoxious smell may disturb the surrounding.

On-soil dump of plastic packets, wrappers and
containers sometimes contain the refuse of many
edibles. With the passage of time bacteria decompose
them giving rise to unwholesome odour.

Plastic in common use is a synthesised material. In 1865
a person, Alexander Perks by name, first produced a
variety of plastic termed ‘celluloid’. Celluloid was easily
combustible. A German scientist Leo Bakeland could
satisfactorily make away with that disadvantage by
preparing another variety called ‘Bakellite’. Following

Dr. Ramesh Chandra Goswami

bakellite, numerous plastics came into being in the
market; some of them are: styrene, polystyrene,
polyethelene, polypropylene, polyester, vinyl, nylon,
Teflon and the like. The carry bags we generally use
are made from polyethelene type of plastic.

Plastics have some remarkable properties, such as
- they do not get wet in water
« they are non-conductor of electricity
« they do not allow even air to flow through
- they are not easily decomposed;

it is speculated that some varieties of plastic are not
degraded even if they are kept underground for 250
years or so !

Plastic, however, is a gruesome pollutant of the
environment. Not effective measure by which plastic
can be convincingly removed from the surrounding is
unveiled till date. Yet practice has been going on to
dispose plastic wastes in three ways:

e by underground dumping
« by burning, and
« by recycling.

As compared to the first two, the last one is a better
option. When dumped underground, they very often
hamper the agricultural endeavour. Burning some
varieties of plastic may even produce sa dangerous a
gas as dioxin, the deadliest gas the US applied in the
Vietham war of 1960s and 1970s. A few other type of
plastics when burnt produce another poisonous gas
called PCB (Polychlorinated biphenyls). This gas
disturbs the process of photosynthesis of the plant
kingdom.

Though seems to be a comfortable option, recycling is
also not fully free from hazards. In the process of
recycling, three kinds of gases viz., benzene, xylene
and ethylene are produced. They can cause damage
to the nervous system, kidney and blood. They are
even indicative of carcinogenic efficacy. The raw
produce again assures a waste of similar type.

Thus plastic is a potential hazard — a threat to the
environment. The problem has invited meticulous
attention of the scientists, technologists, politicians,

______________________________________________________________________________________________________g
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general citizens all alike over the globe. Several
countries have banned or controlled the use of some
types of plastics including polyethene in common use
in every occasion. A section of technologists has laid
effort to produce electricity using the heat obtained from
burning plastic wastes. Bitumen, a variety of coal, is
commonly used in making a pitched road. Attempt has
also been made to mix waste plastic materials with
bitumen for the purpose. So done, longivity of pitch is
better expected by the technologists.

Can common people extend their help in reducing the
plastic menace in our surrounding? Why not — one can
take recourse to at least the following means in order
to mitigate the practice: One can reduce the use of
and/or encourage the reuse of the polyethene or other
plastic materials in all possible cases. Polyethene carry
bags may be substituted by paper bags or packets as
was done prior to the plastic invention. ( It is not totally
baseless to think how troublesome it would be to run
the days without plastic. Be it so, but we must have to
change our mind-set.)

In an effort to wipe out, or rather thinning out the
problem of plastic pollution, the concept of ‘green plastic’
or ‘bioplastic’ came into being. Unlike the conventional
wastes, such plastics are produced generally from
plants. So, green plastics are biodegradable. Most of
the plants such as soyabean, wheat, maize and also
potatoes and similar food stuffs contain enormous
amount of starch microbial action on which yields the
green plastics.

Two categories of biodegradable plastics are in
existence till now. The first is totally organic in structure
(prepared from plants) while the second one is a
modified plastic prepared by mixing a fraction of starch
with conventional plastics. The former is very readily
decomposed. The latter too gets decomposed rapidly
no doubt, but remains in the environment in the form
of traces. A biodegradable plastic with trade name
‘biopol’ entered the market in 1982. Remains of biopol,
however, reduces the porosity of soil thus hampering
the normal neutrition of the plants. Hence it is almost
on the same footing as the conventional plastics and
no superior.

Polylactic acid (PLA) is another variety of plastic which
has a longer time for being degraded. Besides, PLA
being produced from the starch obtained from the
genetically modified plants (crops) is not encouragable
since such plants (crops) are liable to adversely affect
the environment.

Experts still have reservation in expressing the degree
of authenticity to which plastics are biodegradable. If
any type is so, no remains should pose a hazard to the
environment — it should yield only carbon dioxide and
water along with the organic mass from the decomposed
plastic.

Scientists are yet to succeed in producing commercially
viable green plastics or any other type of easily
disposable plastics even in these days of scientific and
technological advance. The world is, of course, awaiting
a new dawn. 1

(Contd. from page 1, column one)

carefully managed. Thus forests are vital to the survival
of people everywhere- all seven billion of us.

Once about 60 per cent of the earth’s land area was
covered with forest. With the development of civilization,
large forest areas have been cleared to make way for
farms, mines, towns, roads and other developmental
activities in the past years. Today we have just over 4
billion hectares of forests in our world, accounting for
only 31 per cent of our total land area. Globally, the
rate of forest loss is daunting — 130,000 square
kilometers of forest have been lost each year between
2000 and 2010. While this might be an improvement
on the 160,000 square kilometres lost per year in the
1990s, it's still a significant continuing loss.

Many reasons are there, but often to produce more
agricultural land to support our ever increasing global
population, to meet our ever-increasing demand for

timber, and of course, in many countries, to
accommodate the ever-expanding urban areas, the loss
of forest is stupendous. In addition, poor forest
management affects how forests function; so we cannot
just avoid deforestation — we need also to avoid forest
degradation.

Under the changing global economic and environmental
scenario, conserving forests and expanding them need
to be recognized as a business opportunity. It is
estimated that an investment of US$ 30 billion in fighting
deforestation could provide a return of US$ 2.5 trillion
in new products and services. Thus adoption of
sustainable forest management strategy at different
levels aimed at maintaining or increasing forest carbon
stocks and forests productivities are the needs of the
day. Individual action can result in exponential impact,
hence, by doing simple change in our lifestyle and
approach to the forest, we all can contribute to the
process of building our own healthy environment.

-y ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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THE WETLANDS (CONSERVATION AND
MANAGEMENT) RULES, 2010

The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF),
Government of India, has notified the Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules 2010 on
December 2™ 2010. The Rules have been drafted by
the MoOEF to ensure better conservation and
management and to prevent degradation of existing
wetlands in India.

Wetlands are vital parts of the hydrological cycle, are
highly productive, support exceptionally large biological
diversity and provide a wide range of ecosystem
services, such as waste assimilation, water purification,
flood mitigation, erosion control, ground water
recharge, microclimate regulation, aesthetic
enhancement of the landscape while simultaneously
supporting many significant recreational, social and
cultural activities, besides being a part of the cultural
heritage. Wetlands are critical for human development
and wellbeing, especially in India where a large number
of people are dependant on them for water, food and
livelihood. Despite their immense importance, wetlands
are one of the most degraded ecosystems globally.
Many wetlands are seriously threatened by reclamation
through drainage and landfill, pollution (discharge of
domestic and industrial effluents, disposal of solid
wastes), hydrological alterations (water withdrawal and
inflow changes) and over-exploitation of their natural
resources resulting in loss of biodiversity and disruption
in goods and services provided by wetlands. Research
suggested that about one third of India’s wetlands have
been either completely wiped out or severely damaged.

India has been accorded high priority in Wetland
conservation. National Environment Policy, 2006
recognizes the ecological services provided by wetlands
and emphasizes the need to set up a regulatory
mechanism consistent with the Ramsar Convention to
maintain the ecological character of the identified
wetlands and develop a national inventory of such
wetlands. In fact, India is a party to the Ramsar
Convention under which 25 wetlands from India are
included in the list of wetlands of international
importance.

The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules,
2010, is expected to provide much needed legal
framework for conservation and management of
wetlands in the country. Some important rules and sub-

rules of the said Rules are given below for wide
circulation and public awareness.

1. Definition of wetland

The rule 2 and sub-rule (g) of the said Rules have
defined the wetlands as- “wetland” means an area or
of marsh, fen, peatland or water, natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water that is static or
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine
water, the depth of which at low tide does not exceed
six metres and includes all inland waters such as lakes,
reservoir, tanks, backwaters, lagoon, creeks, estuaries
and manmade wetland and the zone of direct influence
on wetlands that is to say the drainage area or
catchment region of the wetlands as determined by the
authority but does not include main river channels,
paddy fields and the coastal wetland covered under
the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry
of Environment and Forest, S.O. number 114 (E) dated
the 19" February, 1991 published in the Gazette of
India, Extraordinary, Part Il, Section 3, Sub-section (ii)
of dated the 20" February, 1991.

2. Protected wetlands

The rules specified the nature of the protected wetlands
in its rule 3 as mentioned below-

Based on the significance of the functions performed
by the wetlands for overall well being of the people
and for determining the extent and level of regulation,
the following wetlands shall be regulated under these
rules, namely,

(i) wetlands categorized as Ramsar Wetlands of
International Importance under the Ramsar Convention
as specified in the Schedule;

(ii) wetlands in areas that are ecologically sensitive and
important, such as, national parks, marine parks,
sanctuaries, reserved forests, wildlife habitats,
mangroves, corals, coral reefs, areas of outstanding
natural beauty or historical or heritage areas and the
areas rich in genetic diversity;

(iif) wetlands recognized as or lying within a UNESCO
World Heritage Site;

(iv) high altitude wetlands or high altitude wetland
complexes at or above an elevation of two thousand
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five hundred metres with an area equal to or greater
than five hectares;

(v) wetlands or wetland complexes below an elevation
of two thousand five hundred metres with an area equal
to or greater than five hectares;

(vi) any other wetland as so identified by the Authority
and thereafter notified by the Central Government under
the provisions of the Act for the purposes of these rules.

3. Restrictions on activities within wetlands

The Rules imposed restriction on activities within the
wetlands in its rule 4 and the same are listed below-

(1) The following activities within the wetlands shall be
prohibited, namely,

(i) reclamation of wetlands;

(i) setting up of new industries and expansion of
existing industries;

(iif) manufacture or handling or storage or disposal of
hazardous substances covered under the Manufacture,
Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules, 1989
notified vide S.0. number 966 (E) dated the 27
November, 1989 or the Rules for Manufacture, Use,
Import, Export and Storage of Hazardous Micro-
organisms/ Genetically engineered organisms or cells
notified vide GSR number 1037 (E) dated the 5™
December, 1989 or the Hazardous Wastes
(Management, Handling and Transboundary
Movement) Rules, 2008 notified vide S.O. number 2265
(E), dated the 24" September, 2008;

(iv) Solid waste dumping: provided that the existing
practices, if any, existed before the commencement of
these rules shall be phased out within a period not
exceeding six months from the date of commencement
of these rules;

(v) Discharge of untreated wastes and effluents from
industries, cities or towns and other human settlements:
provided that the practices, if any, existed before the
commencement of these rules shall be phased out
within a period not exceeding one year from the date
of commencement of these rules;

(vi) Any construction of a permanent nature except for
boat jetties within fifty metres from the mean high flood
level observed in the past ten years calculated from
the date of commencement of these rules;

(vii) Any other activity likely to have an adverse impact
on the ecosystem of the wetland to be specific in writing
by the Authority constituted in accordance with these
rules.

(2) The following activities shall not be undertaken
without the prior approval of the State Government
within the wetlands, namely,

(i) withdrawal of water or the impoundment, diversion
or interruption of water sources within the local
catchment area of the wetland ecosystem;

(ii) harvesting of living and non-living resources;

(iii) grazing to the level that the basic nature and
character of the biotic community is not adversely
affected,;

(iv) treated effluent discharges from industries, cities
or towns, human settlements and agricultural fields
falling within the limits laid down by the Central Pollution
Control Board or the State Pollution Control Committee,
as the case may be;

(v) plying of motorized boat, if it is not detrimental to
the nature and character of the biotic community;

(vi) dredging, only if the wetland is impacted by siltation;
(vii) construction of boat jetties;

(viii) activities within the zone of influence, as per the
definition of wetlands, that may directly affect the
ecological character of the wetland;

(ix) facilities required for temporary use, such as pontoon
bridges, that do not affect the ecological character of
the wetland;

(x) aquaculture, agriculture and horticulture activities
within the wetland;

(xi) repair of existing buildings or infrastructure including
reconstruction activities;

(xii) Any other activity to be identified by the Authority.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in sub-rule (1) or sub-rule
(2), the Central Government may permit any of the
prohibited activities or non-wetland use in the protected
wetland on the recommendation of the Authority.

(4) The State Government shall ensure that a detailed
Environment Impact Assessment is carried out in
accordance with the procedures specified in the
notification of the Government of India in the Minister
of the Environment and Forests S.O. number 1533 (E)
dated the September 14", 2006 as amended from time
to time.

(5) No wetland shall be converted to non-wetland use
unless the Central Government is satisfied on the
recommendation of the Authority that it is expedient in
the public interest and reasons justifying the decision
are recorded. 1
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Best wishes to the Officers and Staffs left
the Board on Superannuation

The Pollution Control Board, Assam deeply ackknowledges the valuable services rendered by the officers and
staffs who have left the Board on superannuation after their long association with Board. The Board, while
remembering the immeasurable contribution of the each and every officers and staffs went on superannuation
towards the cause of the Board, offers its best wishes for their healthy and peaceful post-superannuation life. The
persons left the Board on superannuation in chronological order are -

Sri Padam Bahadur Chetri
Post held : Driver

Date of Joining : 06-12-1975

Date of superannuation : 31- 08-2002

Sri Khira Saikia

Post held : Senior Environmental
Engineer

Date of Joining : 14-08-1978

Date of superannuation : 30- 04-2010

Sri Paresh Ch. Baruah

Post held : Senior Environmental
Engineer and Member
Secretary (i/c)

Date of Joining : 18-03-1977

Date of superannuation : 31- 05-2007

Sri Sureswar Sharma

Post held : Driver

Date of Joining : 20-06-1975

Date of superannuation : 30- 06-2010

Sri Dilip Chakraborty

Post held : Deputy Analyst

Date of Joining : 29-12-1976

Date of superannuation : 30- 09-2007

Sri Dilip Baruah

Post held : Asst. Executive
Engineer

Date of Joining : 06-03-1980

Date of superannuation : 30- 09-2010

Smt. Rekha Majumdar

Post held : Senior Environmental
Engineer

Date of Joining : 02-01-1978

Date of superannuation : 31- 10-2007

Sri Krishna Gopal Dey

Post held : Accounts Officer

Date of Joining : 25-08-1975

Date of superannuation : 31- 03-2011

Sri Mohini Kr. Sharma

Post held : Additional Chief of
Research & Investigation and
Member Secretary

Date of Joining : 29-02-1980

Date of superannuation : 31- 10-2007

Sri Seba Ram Nath

Post held : Typist

Date of Joining : 03-12-1987

Date of superannuation : 31- 10-2011

Sri Krishna Prashad Sarma
Post held : Romeo Operator
Date of Joining : 10-07-1975

Date of superannuation : 31- 07-2008

Sri Kashi Kanta Mishra

Post held : Duftry

Date of Joining : 01-11-1977

Date of superannuation : 31- 10-2011
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Forest Facts

e Forests cover 31 percent of total global land area.
e Forests store more than 1 trillion tons of carbon.
e Over 1.6 billion people’s livelihood depend on forests.

e Trade in forest products was estimated at $327 billion in 2004 and
$379 billion in 2005.

e Forests are home to 80 percent of terrestrial biodiversity.

e 30 per cent of forests are used for production of wood and non-wood
products.

e Forests are home to 300 million people around the world.

e Deforestation and forest degradation accounts for 12 to 20 percent
of the global greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global
warming.

e The livelihoods of 1.6 billion people depend on forests.
e Over 40 per cent of the world’s oxygen is produced by rainforests.

e More than a quarter of modern medicines, worth an estimated US$
108 billion a year, originate from tropical forest plants.

e About 13 million hectares of forests continue to be lost every year
and we’re losing about 200 square kilometres of forest each day.

e To meet growing global energy demand, forest resources are
increasingly exploited and forests are clear-cut to pave the way for
biofuel crops.

e Deforestation of closed tropical rainforests could account for the
loss of as many as 100 species a day.
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